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Dear Salem Family,

Christmas day has come and gone but Christmas Season continues for twelve
days until January 6, the Day of the Epiphany of our Lord. The Epiphany of
our Lord tends to get lost in the post-Christmas life of the church, but the Sea-
son of Epiphany continues on and leads us to Ash Wednesday.

Epiphany is the season when we celebrate the amazing truth that the Christ
Child came for all people of all nations. The Light shines in the darkness of
our world and the darkness will not overcome it. Epiphany is the Season when
we recall that the Wise Men came from afar to worship the Baby King.

Before we move too far away from Christmas, Ruth and I want to thank you
for the many cards and gifts you gave to us at Christmas. The best gift of all
has been your warm welcome to us as we began our life with you in Ponca.
We look forward to working together in the new year.

Do you make New Year’s resolutions? I think we all tend to think of the new
year as a chance to begin something new, to do better at something. My doc-
tors keep telling me to eat right; drink lots of water; don’t breathe too much of
the cold wintry air; exercise; get more rest; and take your meds. As I get older
I have a difficult time finding the “right time” to do my exercises. But, as the
New Year dawns, I pledge to do better.

The same is true in the church. The new year is an opportunity for us to think
about our past performance and to pledge to do better at some things. We have
been commissioned to show the Light of Christ to the world by the way we
carry out our mission. What do you think? Looking back, how do you think
we have done? What do you think we can do better? We need to put our
thoughts and our feelings together to come up with some new resolutions. If
you have thoughts and/or feelings to share, I’m all ears, and your elected lead-
ers are also.

I pray that God will, again, lead us into this New Year. I pray that God’s Spirit
will bless us with a renewed vision and new opportunities to make his love

known. Ihope and pray that you have a happy and a healthy New Year.

Pastor Bud

January 2012
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“Christ Makes Life Exciting!”

All Women of the ELCA are invited to join us for a day of fun, education
and inspiration during

The Northeast Conference Spring Gathering

When: February 25, 2012
Where: Christ Lutheran Church
517 8th Street, Wisner, NE
Phone: (402) 529-6285

Featured Speakers
Bishop David deFreese
Author Rachelle McCalla
Pastor Bob Bryan, Prison Ministries
And other presentations on Chair Yoga, Foot Reflexology,
Photography and Real Estate

Northeast Conference Registration Form

Name

Address

City/State/Zip Phone:
Church Location

Make checks payable to NSWO
Mail registration form and $15 fee to: Janet Schmidt, 2639 S 38th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506
Please call or e-mail Janet with questions at (402) 488-6034 or sogschmidt@inebraska.com

TANGIBLE OFFERING LIST
PRISON MINISTRIES, LINCOLN AND YORK

LINCOLN YORK
Clothes Nursery items, 0 - 12 mo
Men’s Jeans 32—38 Diapers
Men’s underwear Baby Clothes
Hygiene products Games
Shampoo Books
Deodorant Toys
Soap Prison chapel needs:
Bedding Cloth for Baptismal table
Dishes Doilies
Pots and pans Seasonal decorations
Towels Books

This is a recent list. New or gently used items are acceptable. After the Fall Doings, they have collect-
ed ample kitchen utensils. Their needs may change after the holidays so please watch for an updated
list In the January newsletter from our Board Representative, Mae Greve. Thank You.
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Thirteen ladies ventured out on a snowy evening to attend our Christmas party. We
treated ourselves to a “night out on the town” followed by games, gift exchanges and
more food back at the church! Thank you to Pat, Connie and Jan for helping
arrange this and to all ladies attending.

E Our next meeting, lesson leader and hostesses will be announced later, which brings
me to an important issue. And | will use the them used at the 14th convention of the
NSWO, “Open the Door of Your Heart-Ask...Seek...Knock.” We are in need of lesson
leaders, hostesses and co-chair women for 2012. SO, if you think you would be
L interested in helping in any of these areas, open your heart and give one of the
executive committee a quick call. None of the “jobs” are hard, just require a little of your
time and talent.

c “Christ Makes Life Exciting!” is the theme for the Northeast Conference Spring
Gathering on February 25, 2012 at Christ Lutheran Church at Wisner, Nebraska.
Registration starts at 8:30, session begins at 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. | have a registration
form if any one can attend. There is a $15 fee, and a tangible list of items they are
A asking for. Look in the newsletter for this.

God Bless.
Barb Bauman
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Junior High Happenings

by John the Baptist '
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= When students returned from their summer vacation, the church year was celebrating
= Pentecost, the longest season of the church year. The 15 students got to become familiar <
¢ with their room and create a ’living bulletin board’ using the theme ‘symbolism‘. They cel-
v ebrate Birthday-of-the-month and have their picture taken once a month as a visual aide of 7+
7r the rise and fall of attendance. We use one word to describe the photo and look it up in the
7 Bible Concordance to see what God has to say about it, using the book, chapter, and verse +r
+¢ found. In October, they decorated mini-pumpkins with bling and sold them at a silent auc- <+
4 tion to help fund a trip to Des Moines Lutheran Church of Hope later this year. At Holden Je
- Schweers suggestion, we took steps to get the water fountain repaired. It now works. ¢
+- As the church’s new year begins with Advent, the class helped decorate stars for the e
+- Christmas program. Seth Peterson headed up decorating the mitten tree. In future years, if
~ members would just leave their donations under the tree, the class will see that they are A
. placed on the tree. ’

7_ Until next month, I
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The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday January 15.
There will be a potluck after church followed by the
meeting. Please plan to attend.
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OUR RECORDS NEED YOUR HELP

Enclosed with this newsletter is an Information Form for you to
complete. Although you may have completed them in the past,
we are purchasing a software used by churches that will assist
us in tracking memberships as well as other pertinent infor-
mation. Please take a minute and complete the form. It may be
dropped off at the church or mailed back to PO Box 316, Ponca,
NE 68770. We ask that you return your form by January 15.

Information printed beginning in February will be based on the
information returned to us. Please know it is important for each
of us to return a form.

Thank you in advance for your help!

Youth Group
(Grades 8th through 12th)
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« Come join us as the youth group meets on Sunday,
. January 22 at 6 p.m. at the church. Everyone is
* welcome and bring a friend!

eeceececeecececeece

/

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

THANK YOU

A big THANK YOU to Lisa
Balvantin, Michelle Rinas,
Saumbra Hall and the
Sunday School teachers and
students who made this
year’s Christmas Program a
success.




<+
n

falal

\>a~g

I lvd
o

sulpes( unsjing

oy 0g:L

Bulieyles
UInoA SH Nd 9

0€:6 ApniSIXol | uonewlyuod Gyig | J8IsN|D Z-0l diysiop 0€:01
looyos Aepung 00:6
8z lZ 9z T4 74 €z 44
diys
Jloyd 0g:2 -1o\\ Buimoyjoy Buneapy
aulipeaq una|ing lenuuy pue yonfjod
aullpesq sjualed Y
SENETENEIN 0€:6 APMS IX8L | uopewuyuo) gpig | 49ISNIO 2-01 diysiop 0€:01
|]ooyog Aepung 00:6
¥ 0z 6l 8l Ll 9l Gl
aulipeaq une|ing Jloyo 0g:.2 ujoourT
ul adoH jo sebpug pue
‘wrd og:2 1sea 8y 0} YinoA SH
VOT13I/M 19UN0Y 00:2
JoIsn|o z-01 diysiopm 0€:01
0€:6 ApMIS X0 | uOHeWIyuUOD GG looyos Aepung 00:6
vl el 4 Ll ol 6 8
aulipeaq una|ing Jloyd 0g:/
0€:6 ApMIS X0 | uOHeWIyuUOD GG
L 9 S 4 g 4 |
aegnes mwnt..__u mwpma:ﬁw %pm«:n«& %pm«:@ mwnzﬁmm aqune

Z10¢ daapnue g




Sabom & ”4)"”‘{ News Letter”

Fage 6 Vanaary 2072

Council Person of thg Month: Scott Bottorff
Communion fIssistance: Poug Bauman and Monty Miller

Communion 8¢t up: Cheri Voss, Sarah Nelson & Ragla Stark
Ushgrs: Bill Binkard, Spenecer Bottorff, Steve Brinkmann,

Clairg flamar & Pon Mohr
@reeters: Jonnig Binkard, Vera Hamar, Piang Mohr & Sarah Mohr

Reader: 1st—Linda Bloomfigld 15th—Mark Gehring
8th—Mishelle Figlds 22nd—Bill Binkard

29th—Ponnig Buhr

Heolytes: 1st—Chet Bottorff & Seth Peterson
Sth—legxis {Inderson & {Ibby Millard
15th— Holdgn dchwegrs & Maya Rush
22nd—-lgxis Inderson & Chet Bottorff
29th—THoldgn Schweers & Reid Wimmer

Power Point:

AN

13

Jada Rush 14
Nichole Anderson
Myrna Rahn 15
Mark Hughes
Bryce Book 17
Samara Eiler
Sarah Nelson
Maureen Bottorff 19
Pete Peterson 22
Diane Mohr 23
Pete Temple 25
Byron Kruse
Marni Brinkmann 28
Marilyn Temple 30
31

1st—lgxis {Inderson 15th—Reid Wimmer
Sth—aohgelby Utech 22nd—legris Anderson
29th—PBailgy Bennett/Maya Rush

Heather Oldsen
Kristina Brinkmann
Cal Rahn

Cari Jo Hughes
CJ Trusty

Kylee Koeppe .
Riley Koeppe 1 Lynn & Edna Birkley

Chet Bottorff Craig & Heather Oldsen

Bob Anderson

Greg Utech _

Mark Nelson 15 Dick & Verna Schweers
DJ Smith

Austin Schweers

Curtis Hall
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DECEMBER COUNCIL MINUT ES—SuBmiTTED B9 IOt/ ARG

Salem Council Minutes from December 14, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Schweers. Members present were, Jane Armstrong,
Doug Bauman, Scott Bottorff, Brian Burrell, Kevin Dohma, Joli Gehring, Teri Harder, Monty Miller ,Sheryl Per-
singer, and Tyler Uthof. Also present was Pastor Christenson.

The treasurer’s report was provided to the council by Tammy. Jane made a motion to approve the Treasur-
er’s report and Scott seconded the motion. MCU.

Teri made a motion to approve the minutes from last month and Kevin seconded the motion. MCU

The meeting then continued with the following committee’s reporting:

Stewardship Focus Group — Joli reported the mission minutes have been incorporated into Sunday services.
The time and talents sheets were completed and there will be many new faces helping Salem on Sunday.
Pastor discussed youth activity in stewardship.

Worship & Music — Jane reported the committee had met to plan January. Joli indicated 145 hymnals have
been purchased.

Christian Education — Michelle Rinas was at the church and reported the Christmas program is Sunday at 5
p.m. Practice will be Saturday morning. Sunday school attendance has improved since Thanksgiving. The
Nursery through Kindergarten is in one class and may need to be split. The bake sale earned $325 which will
go to prison ministry.

Youth Ministry —Sheryl reported they met at Pastor's house on Sunday and they will begin meeting twice a
month beginning January 8" (2nd and 4" of each month). The youth will help serve the soup supper. The
New Orleans trip is still a possibility. The Lincoln trip that was postponed will be rescheduled for January.

Evangelism — Teri reported the silent auction raised $1,600. The committee put the float together for the
Christmas parade. They also visited shut-ins in November.

Social — Council discussed the Christmas Program and Annual meeting. Pastor talked about a senior citizen
get together.

Property — Tom Torson joined the meeting to discuss the kitchen. Rick reported the holes in bedrooms at the
parsonage were plastered. Scott discussed the floors being waxed.

Pastor Report: Pastor discussed a Husker Party and asked permission for Salem to host. The council ap-
proved.

New Business:

A new software package called Shepherds Staff was discussed. Doug made a motion to purchase and Teri
seconded the motion. MCU. Scott made a motion to pay for the software from the undesignated memorial
funds and Sheryl seconded the motion. MCU.

Christmas Gifts were discussed and approved.

The choir was discussed. Kevin made a motion to pay $50 per week when the choir performs and Monty
seconded the motion. MCU. This will be further discussed when Stewardship meets to set the budget for
2012.

The office manager position at the church was discussed with a job description presented. Brian made a mo-
tion to approve the job description and Sheryl seconded the motion. The position will be posted in the bulletin
as well as the Nebraska Journal Leader.

As we closed the meeting, Pastor led us in prayer. The next meeting will be January 11, 2012 at 7 p.m.
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Leadership at Salem|

Church Office 402.755.2728
Seott Bottorff

*Coune 402-987-2558

Property

Rick Schweers— President 402-755-2933 Poug Bauman 402-755-2895

Property Property
Jang fArmstrong— Vieg President 402-355-2557 Revin Pohma 402-755-2911

Worship/Music Property
Joli Gghring— Sgeretary 402-755-4292 Brian Burrell 402-753-2160

Stewardship Property
Monty Miller 402-755-2838 Sheryl Persinger 402~755-2599

Stewardship Youth Ministry
Teri Harder 402-632-4468 Tyler Uthof 402-733-2149

E€vangelism Youth Ministry
Organist Piang Smith 402-755-4285 lter Quild Connig Brinkmann 402-755-2628
Pianist Ruth Christgnson 402-755-2331 Custodian Saundra Rahn 402-755-2869
Mutual Ministry Bob fInderson 402-632-4567 W/€lsCH Barb Bauman 402-755-2781
Treasurer Tammy Book 402-755-2754 Financg dge. Heidi Rush 402-755-4150
Sunday School Michellg Rinas 402-755-2697 Mgmorials Willis Brinkmann 402-755-2628

Saumbra Hall 402-355-2270 Cemetery Clairg Hamar 402-632-4229




